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Funding request from local residents for improvements to Halliwick Road Recreation Ground  

14 November 2020 

Contact: Sarah Perman, Halliwick Road Residents’ Association sarahcperman@gmail.com  

Introduction 

Halliwick Recreation Ground (the “Rec”) is a much-loved and popular play and exercise area for local 

residents. Use of the space has increased massively since the March 2020 lockdown. The equipment 

and amenities have not been renewed for many years, and the space feels generally run down and 

neglected. With the redevelopment of Coppetts Hospital into apartments it is likely that the Rec will 

be more widely used. Barnet Council are asked to consider using the Community Infrastructure Levy 

and any other suitable funding for the development and renewal of the park.  

In November 2020 local residents ran a survey to find out about usage of the park and residents’ 

priorities for improvements. The survey results are attached for Coppetts Ward councillors to 

consider. Residents are happy to meet with councillors and officers to discuss their ideas further. 

Residents would like to suggest that discussions take place between Barnet and Haringey councils 

about whether the CIL paid to Haringey Council by the developers of Coppetts Hospital could be 

used to renew the Rec. The Barnet/Haringey borough boundary runs between the hospital 

redevelopment and the Rec. It would therefore be appropriate for Haringey Council to contribute a 

portion of funds from the Coppetts Hospital development to fund improvements in the Rec as the 

new residents of Coppetts will be users of the space.  

 

Aims of survey 

- To find out how local people use Halliwick Road Recreation Ground 

- To collect views on local people’s priorities for improvements 

 

Methodology 

A survey was sent to local residents via whatsapp and e-mail. Residents were asked to forward it to 

others who use the Rec.  

Results 

150 responses to the survey were received.  

The Rec is regularly used by people who answered the survey. Three-quarters of people use the Rec 

at least once a week. 12% of people use the Rec daily. 

Two thirds of respondents said their main reason for going to the Rec was to take their children to 

the playground. 16% used it for personal exercise. People use the Rec in a variety of other ways, 

including for dog walking, as a shortcut, for playing football, and playing tennis.  
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The overwhelming majority (82%) thought that new playground equipment was needed in the Rec. 

The next highest priorities (in order) were:  

- Night time lighting (55%) 

- New or repaved tennis courts (55%) 

- Better pavements (45%) 

- Permanent football goals (33%) 

- More benches (31%)  

- Dog free enclosed play area (25%) 

- Gates at both entrances (22%) 

People were asked for additional ideas for improving the Recreation Ground. Some of the ideas are 

listed below: 

- Better pavements: people mentioned the poor condition of the paths and that they are not 

safe for people who use the Rec for jogging, particularly older people 

- Improved drainage as paths gets flooded 

- BMX track 

- Scooter/cycling area for younger kids 

- Better gym equipment 

- Inclusive community centre 

- Toilet 

- Fixed table tennis 

- Better play equipment for older children (7+) 

- New tennis nets 

- Improved planting and trees 

- Stop drug dealing 

- Stop dog fouling 

Conclusions 

The CIL could be put to excellent use to fund a range of improvements to Halliwick Road Recreation 

Ground. Residents particularly favour new play and sport equipment and facilities. In addition to the 

CIL, the Council are also asked to consider how existing funding allocated to parks could be used to 

better maintain the Rec as people mentioned problems with broken bins, dog fouling and cracked 

pavements. Drug dealing was also mentioned as a problem and the Council are asked to respond to 

residents’ concern about this.  
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FULL SURVEY RESULTS 
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